GARY T. HOLT

ary Holt, 81, passed away peacefully at home in

mis. Californka, on July g, 2020 after a ong

lness. He was born and ralsed in Besverton,

Oregon. A prominent trainer of American Saddlebeeds,

Hackney Ponkes and Andaluslans on the west ecast for

nearly 45 vears, Holt had heen semi-retived &lnee sulfer-
img a stroke in 20z,

Although he didn't ride again, Holt couldn’t be kept
completely away from the horses, despite some paral-
vale He and his wife, Collesn, resided several years
al Barbara and Al Botters Rancho S0l Del Paclfieo in
Malibu, with Gary consulting for their highly successfial
Andalusian breeding amnd Iraining programs. He was
eapecially prowd to also have the opportunily to teach
hiz vounpgesl granddaughter her first riding lessons
sinee she lived nearby,

Holt began his career woarking In Oregon for Joe
Biles, who had some American Saddlebreds, ponbes
amd walking horses, then he went an his own, taking
in all types of horses W train in the Gos. Barbara & Eill
Blacklaw browught an Arablan for him to trakn, which
wins the start of wo-vear relationship as they transitioned
to Ameriean Saddlebreds and road horses. Holt helped
reconstrsct thelr Singlng Hills Farm In Oregon Cliy,
developing it Into a prominent American Saddlebred
training/breeding stable, while managing thelr stallions
Flakwview Commander and Prim Style. He alao started
many other notahle Saddlebred owners over the years,
such & Joanna Kuehl Shine, Harry Chapman, Jennlifer
Sandefur Foster and Pegzy Eelber,

Gordon Wilson then hired Hol for his barn in Salt
Lake City where they showed all over the country with
several horses, including the reserve world ehamplon
harness pony, Debbie's Fashion and Starheart Ballerina,

The Gary Halt Mamorial Parpetud Traphy wil bs presanted {or the
frst tima at the upzoming Diel Mar Charily Fair.

whio later was erowned world champlon juventle five-
galted horse with new owners,

He opemned his own Gary Holt Stables in Seoltadale,
Arizona, wherse he spenl the nexl two vears tralolng
for the Koehl family, Jackle Tanner, Jeif Couch, Shirley
Chartrand, Dave & Coey Coats and others. Some cham-
phom leorses and ponles from that time were Cabachon
Emerald, Over The Waves, Sweel Street, Dutch Uncle,
Drumbeater's Genbus, Northern Wind, Country Swing,
Eimberdand’s Wild Selection, and Dream Dream.

GHS moved o southern California for the next
15 years, first im San Dizgo at Bernbee Meil's Kenalbee
Farm, working sweh nolables as Delilah and Geneva
June.  In the LA area, notable wesl coast chamgi-
ong In many divisions were What a Thrill, Longview's
Gendus, Fancy Trick, Rolls Boee, Gold Lame’, Shick City,
Stealth, Roval Inheritance, Wight Idol, Wing's Fame,
Late Mite's Mighly Fine, Hall Time, Preferred Momenl,
Stormy Loed, Commander’s Gayvlord, Winter Love, The
Kalser's Faleon, Bounty Chips, Blackberry Danish, The
Windhower, Morthern Model and many more. Holt also
contributed teaining services for Dr. Gene Seott at his
L., panch and Michele Macfarlane's Serlpps Miramar
Ramch, There was a move lack to Oregon o ghow in
the northwest for seme years, resulling in greal suceess
with High Tall Super Spirit, his home bred 1 Am, Ivana,
Casimo Lites, rosd horses Posses Man and Shalimar,
anpoyg others. Donna and Jay Hecht of J Don Farms
beought Holt back to Mooepark, Californka, to traln and
manage their prominent breeding program, boasting
such champlon Andakizians as Dejanera and Macario.

One of the last show ponies he tralned was a pony
ownesd, bred, and ralsed by Barbara and Al Rodter.
Holt also broke and inteoduced Pacifico's Standing
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Stealth was amang the many champions be frained and showad
throughout his caresr.

Orvatlon with his danghter, Meghan Holl at the whip,
ak the Seaside Horse Show In 2001, Pacificos Standing
Ovatlon famounsly went on to win multiple world and
national titles in his prolific almost two-decade show
CAreer.
He also gave back to the horse show community.,
He 2w a need for a bocal, fun schooling type show that
could possibly also be good practice just before the
world's champlonships. He founded the original Seaside
Hiorze Show kn Ventura, California, ln the mbd-808 and
msanaged the shos until he moved o Oregon in 1992
wiean the UPHA took it over. His unbgue concept for
the show was o run the same schedubs on Saborday
amd Sunday, nslng a different judge, some knowledpe-
able amateurs as well, each day for the mary diverse
daytime classes in a fun, schooling show type of almo-
sphere. Exhibitors were treated to & el Hp dinner with
the fixin's and theilled to ride horses in the surf and sand
after shoswing under the beaut il palms esch day.
Surviving are wife Colleen O Malley Holt, daugh-
ters Meghan Holt of Somis, California, Desires Holt of
Marietta, Oklalom; somns Brian Holt of Los Angeles and
Mark Holt of Oregon; grandchildren Desting Andrade
of Somis, Californka, Shawna Holt of Vietor, Montana,
Chelzea Orten Holt of Reddick, Florkda, Cale Holt of Los
Angeles: and sister Shivley Hiatt of Tillamook, Cregon,
Many of Holt's former customers and friends have
donated the beautifu] Gary T. Holt Memorial Perpetual
Trophy o the apesming 2021 Charity Falr Horse Show,
It will be presented in Del Mar, California, on Thursdsay,
Jume 10 during the matines performance when he will
be remembered and hanored in a Celebeation of his Hife.

The ';Aasl ot icon introduced many riders 1o tha show ring cver
the years.



