If you ask, "What &z a Gimerack?”.. you're definitely a mewcomer to the
Saddlebred world and missed an era of the indostry in which Jean Melean Davis
showed, bred, raised and produced some of the greatest show stars we've ever
knowm. The longevity and success of the recently deceased Ms. Davis put herin a
league with Sallie Whealer, Izabel Bobson and Betty Weldon, some of the zreatest
ladies this business has ever known. What separatad Ms. Diavis from this gronp of
rengwmed icons is the fact that she had hands om involvement in every aspect of ber
Harrodsbarg, Ky, Oak Hill Farm.

“She was at the bam nearly every momamg befors me” said George Enight who
trained at Ozk Hill Farm for 12 years, beginning in 1980, “If i were a rare moming
that I beat bar, the next day she would be there at least 30 minntes before I 2ot there.
She didn't want to miss a thing.

The grand lady of Oak HiY) Famm pietured with twa of har bstory
makers. Glmerack (1) was the 1959 Thee-Galled Worke's Gramd
Champion and Mas Ow The Town was the 1989 Fve-Gallted
World's Grand Champlon. Man wag never dafe sted onder
saddle, winning (be Three-Vear-Oi Word's Ghampioms hig, the
Juniar Worf's Champlonship and two Five-Galted Warld's Grand
Ehampionships.

Fuifiitng ong of her Fielong dreams, Ms. Davis rode Simemek
fo the Thees-Galled World's Srand Champenship. Thal was ber
iast s bow ring ride.

The greai CH Howe towe Hem was (bhe Three-Salled Word's
Grand Chawmplen in 1981 and "82, ihe Reserve Wordd's Grand
Champlon im 83 and "84 with Tam Moo and then e Word's

Champion OF Champlons Amalemr Three-Galted o rse with Ma.
Dawia im 1985,

IMEIEREOSS OF A LEGEND

BY Bos FuNEHOUSER

“5he loved it 50 much, her whole life was American Saddlebreds and she was
very good at it. She kvewr what she wanted and she usnally zot it, incloding a farm
in Eentocky where she could raise horses that met her standard. She had definite
ideas about what a Saddiebred should be”

A mative of Portsmouth, Va_, Jean MeLean's first introduction to the borse world
was throungh her family’s pleasure riding borses. In an earlier Saddle Horse Beport
interview his. Diavis recalled that humble bezinning

“I had a spotied pony that oy paremts would lead me around on. Then we got
some pleasure horses and God they were aorful,” said Ms. Davis. "Iy father bought
a farm amdd the family would just ride. Mone of us knew what we wers doing, but we
had a good dme.”

Davis started showing her pony at the aze of 10. She won her first blue ribbon
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Mot-Uiled warnd'a
ehampion EdIth Fabla
was one of many g eal
wali-trof horzes ouwned
and shown by Jean

Milean [Davia) over
ibe decades.

on Billy Boy and the desire to compets never subsided. The Melean family would
eo to shows with friends and learned by watching. They bought a pair of walk-trot
ponies (King Bes and Two-5tep) in 1932 and rained them at home.

“When we finally went to some bigger shows (Devom) and saw nicer horses,
ny father said, 'If we are poing to do this, we are going to have horses like that,™
s2id Ms. Diavis in that earlier armcle.

Tree to his word, George Mclean purchaszed the three-gaited mare Mighty
Fine from Earl Teater at the 1941 Eentucky State Fair and that fall Jean hcLean
won the amatenr wnder 15.2 stake at the Matdonal Horse Show in MNew Yok The
McLean family made another strong commitment to the industry when they pur-
chased Cakhill Chief and Edith Fable from Lee Foby following their victories at
the 1943 Lexington Jondor League Horse Show and pat them in training with Earl
Teater. That year at the Eentucky State Fair, Teater and Crakhill Chief won the
Frve-Gaited Gelding Staks and the World's Grand Champidonship and be rode Edith
Fable to the Jurior Three-Gaited World's Championship. JTean also won ber first
personal world's championship aboard Mightmare in the hovenile Five-Gaited Stake
that vear. In a fewr short years the MeLean family had gone from a self-trained spot-
ted porgy named Billy Boy to three world's champions under the direction of Earl
Teater.

George MelLean was knowm to do things first class and that carried over to
his danzhter and the horse business. The traimers they were associated with over
the vears incloded Les Foby, Earl Teater, Gude Watkins, Jimnry Thompson, Pate
DeAtbey, Marty Muoeller, 5am Stafford, Tom Moore, Greorge Enight, Dana Delioss
and John Conatser, among others.

Decade after decade, the world class horses continned to flow:. In the 505 there
were stars like Fendist Enight, Sashay and the Encore. The "60s saw the Tempest,
Fair Waming, The Feplica and Love Mote. Then in 1964 she purchased 126 acres in
Harrodsbarg, Ex., and named the farm afier her former World's Grand Champion,
Oakhill Chief

The “Tls brought about three of the top zaited horses of all dme - Big Time,
orktowmn and Fob Shriver -as well as the Three-Gaited World's Grand Champion
(rak Hill's Dear Ome and workd's champions Cedar Creek Farewell, Chantilly Fose,
Foses Are Bed and Sweet Scmeone. With Tom bMoore as ber mrainer they showed
Big Time for six years undefeated . He was the Three-Year-01d Five-Gaited Word's
Champion in 1969, the Fumior World's Champiom in "70 and the Ladies World's
Champion im 1971, "T2 and "73.

The late Hzll of Fame legend, Tom Moore, szid this about Big Time i a 1998
interview. “T've never had a horse with as much attiude, show ring presence and
ahility as Biz Time had.”

Cruring that same time period Moore showed the great stallion CH Yorktown
26 times and never met defeat They were the Five-Gaited Stallion Woddd's
Champions and Five-Gaited World's Grand Champions in 1970, "71 and "72. The

m"“ﬁt’a W e )

Two-Stap wag 8 three-galted pony parchased by Seorge Melean for his daoghter Jean to show in
1928,

som of the great CH Wing Commander was the first stallion o win the world's
grand champiomship since his famous sire had dome so0 in 1953,

Following his show ring career, Yorktown and Cakhill Farm became symomy-
meous with producing an incredible List of show and bresding stars. He sired Wodld's
Grand Champiom Mdan Of The Tosm, World's Grand Champion Hometowm Hero,
and world’s champions Tosm Diance, Lex Town, Fose OFf York, Lady OFf York,
Diearest Ome, The Omly Game In Town, Irory Coast Gold Towm, Boom Town, Duke
Of York, and mary, many others. His famous soms who went on o be great sires
inchaded Mew Yorker, Jamestoam, and The Talk Of The Town as well as successful
sires, Oak Hill's Dear Sir, Local Hero and Foontaim Of Youth

The third part of the famous o of Ozk Hill zaited horses from the “T0s was
Faob Shriver, a full boother to World's Grand Champion CH Will Shriver. Fob was
shown by bs. Davis” danghter Jamie to Joveniles Five-Gaited World's Champion Of
Champioms titles in 1972, °73 and "75. In "73, after having already won both jovenile
clazses with Jamie, Tom Moore showed Fob Shriver back in the big stake and was
Reserve World's Grand Champion.

“I knew Jean Davis for over 40 years,” said Tolley Graves who was married to
Tom Moore when he trained a bevy of stars for Ms. Davis. “She was a remarkable
person — a genteel southemm lady who loved a good horse, enjoyved reading abowt

Mool Howr was & fop galted mae for the Melean famdly. e addfilon fo Jesn showing ber, &g
Faby wan ¢he Five-Gaited Mans Work!'s Champlonanip & 1945 and 46
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Tiis historical pleioe Is of Jean MeLean leading Word's Srand Champlon Dakhiv) Cilel omls the
vam am e way fo Bis relliemeant ceramony. The greal peling was the sameasaks far bar avewmmal
fam \n Hawodsburg, Ky., Oak Hitl Famn. Oakhill Chief was ane of (3) Fve-Galted Wond's Grand
Champions swned by Ms. Davis over lbe years. The stber heo were CH Yorklows sod CH Man On
The Towm.

American and British history, treated berself to an occasional @ip overseas and res-
cued lnmdreds of Dalmatian dogs. We used to kid her that she liked all her animals
to be spotied, a referemce o World's Grand Champion Oakhill Chief and CH The
Replica.

“Wiost days, Jean would arrive at the bamm before Tom [Moore] did and some-
times even before the help pot there to feed. Horses were her life, literally. “She
Emew gach horse’s breeding, which bridle it wore, their idiosynerasies and could
recite their show recond backwands and forwards. She loved her horses and always
put their welfare first. Jean never minded waiting for a horse to pet ready to show.
Time was not a factor to her. She was perfectly content to wait undil they were five
or six-years-old if that was how lomg it took. That particular trait kept Tom busy
looking for game people to break those green three and four-year-olds o ride!

“T was 50 fortunate to be around some of her preat world's champions during
the 19705, horses such as Word's Grand Champion CH Yorktown, Wiald's Grand
Champion Oak Hill's Dear Ome, World's Grand Champion CH Home Towm Hera,
World's Champion CH Empire’s Big Time (shown az Biz Time), Feserve World's
Grand Champion CH Eob Shriver, Wod's Champion CH Chantilly Faose (BHF],
Eeserve Wiorld's Champion CH My Starlight Hour and mary more. Most of those
horses are buried on her farm, each site marked by a headstone. Jean was a very
private persom and always a lady of principle. She was loval to ber horses, to her
employees and to her friends. I was privileged to share many wonderfol times with
ber and prowd to have called her a friend. The Saddlebred indusiry has lost onof its
ereatest-ever owner-exhibitors.

In 1980, George Enight took over the training duties at Oalk Hill Farm and con-
tnued to keep the farm in the winner’s circle at the nation's bizgest shows. During
that time period thers were champions like CH Eeedanm's Mighty Nite (showmn as
Wighty Mite) and Gimerack, two of only a small handfol of horses purchased during
hiz 12 wears at the helm The other champions were home bred and raized and they
Town, The Talk Of The Town, Time Afier Time, James Bivers, Cak Hill's Sowthemn
Eose, Oh Dear, Dear Amelia, The Homecoming Cueen, Local Hero and the Five-
Gaited Wodd’s Grand Champion bdan Om Town, a third gemeration Five-Gaited
Wiorld's Grand Champiom.

“T just can’t say enough good about ber,” said Enight. “T remember when I went
to Oak Hill to meet with Jean about the job, she was driving me around Harrodsburg
and I wasn't too impressed abont the small tosm as T had come from Cleveland. I
wasn't sure I could do this but she was such a remarkable lady and I was just going
through a divorce and decided I was ready for a change.

“T'll mever forpet during that visit she told me the one thing she still wanted to
do was win the wall-wot stake at Louisville herself She ended up doing just that
but I wasn't sure it was going to bappen. Her mother had died the might before the
champicmship with Gimerack and I wasn't sure she was going to show. I hadn't heard
anything from her all day long but that night she showed up dressed to show. I had
had Gimerack kind of cranked up expecting that I would showr im, but she rose to
the occasion amd won it.

e e

“Ti was funrry, Jean rarely rode at home. She had an old horse named Henry that
she would ride every day all over the farm; she would even git on him im the middle
of the arema and watch me work horses. Bvery niow and then I'd ack her if she wanted
o step ug omone and if it were doing really well she'd say olay. If ome wasn't dodng
particularly well she would say, TE this horse f=n't working well for vou, why would
it be pood for me?” She wonld say, ‘vou can showr that ome”.

“Onee we had a walk-trot mare that wasn't the hest thinker bot ome day she
was doing ereat and T asked Joam if she wanted o ride and she said sure and had a
ereat ride. The next tme I worked that mare T again asked her if she wanted ride
and she said, "Mo, I know she'll never again be like she was last time ™ The thing
I boved abomt Jean was that she had definite ideas about amatenr horses and open
horses. She showed The Talk OFf The Town one time at Lexington and it didn’t go
particularly well. He wasn't good at all. She asked me what happened and I told her
that I had to take a lot out of him for ber to be able to ride him. She mever rode him
again. She zaid, T I can’t rice to their level, I will not have vou bring them dowm to
mine.’ I respected her a lot for that.”

During the 1900°%, Oak Hill Farm was lower key about z2oing to the horse
shows. Ms. Davis hersslf showed for the last time in 1989, winning the Three-Gaited
World's Grand Championship with Gimerack She was the sscond woman and the
sepeond amatenr to win that World's Grand Champiomship.

“T was petting older and it wasn't fair to the horsss if T conldn’t give it my best ™
said Ms. Dravis in that 1998 Saddle Horse Feport interview.

Thers were a fewr different traimers during the fimal stretch of the Oak Hill Farm
era, with Diana DeWoss spending the most time there, breaking and working the
voung stock, while a few of the aged horses wers sent outf to various traimers, namely
George Enizht.

Former son-in-law Casey Crabtres was also instrumental to Ms. Davis and
Oiakhill Farm during that era as an assistant trainer and friend. “She was a grand
lady, troe to her horses and the people who worked for her. They were ber lifie,” said
Crabiree. “We're poing to miss what she did for this mdusry and she did it for a very
lomg time. T don’t Enow what's going to happen with the farm It's such a3 historical
part of this indnstry ™

Mz Davis left a lasting impact on the American Saddlebred breed and those
who were closact to her. She was a true gem and we've all benefited from her tme
here and her philosophies.

“There wersa so many zood stories and good times with Jean,” said Eim Skipton,
Gearge Emight's parmer and great friemd to Ms. Diavis. “She had very definite ideas
about the breed and the way things should be done. 5he hated low-backed horses.
She was very old school about a lot of things. She never understood the pleasume
horss movement. If she raised ome and sold it, she was glad it went to 2 pood home,
bat didn’t have a desire to hawe a pleasure horse in her showr string. Mot until she
saw there was some momey 1o be won with Park Pleasure horses in the Foturities or
Sweepstakes did she consider a pleasure horse being shown under her ownership.
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Jesn Melsan aiways bad the Rl sapport of ber fawslly, Me. and Me. George MeLean. A bighly
succossiul buainessman, Mr. Mclesn befleved in dafng tings one way and thal was firsl class.
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“5he loved her animals and had a field full of retired geldings that she pave the
ereatest of care. She aloo believed in breeding her show mares, hreeding the best
Ax am exhibitor she was very tough on herself Tt didw't matter if she cames out with
the hlue, she would ask, "What conld I have done better? How do we improse? I
was fortunate to catch ride for her a kot and she was wery eritical, very tough bt
she was the same way on herzelf. If yon came out of the rimg and she didn't say
anything, vou knew vou had a really bad ride. Thankfully, she was very lady-like,
even when she was mad ”

Morgam trainer Glemm Bowvier was another persom who spent a bot of time with
Mz Dawis, especially at the World's Charpionship Horse Show whers the twao
wonld sit topether and watch classes.

"1 was very honored to call her a friend and to have shared her experiemees
and company,” said Boovier. “What an experience it was to watch classes with her
anid Histen to her comments abont horses and traimers. She would tell me abouat her
past traimers, explaiming each of their differences and their methods. She talked a
lot abont Lee Foby and how simplistic he was, not a lot of padgets. She knew her
horses and her trainers.

“One of the great things I always admired about her was howw she took care of
her former show horses. She didn't use a horse up and then dispoce of it. She had
fields full of retirees that led great lives after their show days.”

The gread CH Yorktown nof only won three Five-Galted World's Srand Chamionships for
iralner Tovm Moore aad onarer Ok MW Farm, e aigo Decawme Eﬂmﬂmﬁﬂﬂﬂll.

How do you sum up the life of arpuably the preatest woman to ever be a part of
thiz breed? There were 50 many things she broaght to the table. She didn’t just write
the checks, she lived and breathed every aspect of her borses from the decisions of
who would be bred to whom all the way to what they wounld de in the show ring_ She
was a gracious lady and a alented, intellipent borsewoman. She spent every waking
moment thinking about and being inrolved with her borses. As Kim Skipton noted,
she would be at the bam before anyome else, they would all break in the middle of
the day to 2o to the house topether to have a fabulons lonch and them they would be
back in the bam umiil the end of the day. She didn't miss anything.

In that last interview this writer had the pleasure of conducting with her over a
decade ago, she shared her observations of how things have changed over the then
55 plas years she had been a part of the industry.

“The biggest chamge other tham the momey (she spemt £5,000 for Oakhill
Chief), has been the public training stahle” said Ms. Davis in 1998, "Back when we
started there really weren't public bams, they were mostly private stables. The best
horses then were the open harses and the amateurs got to show the rest of them.

Ong of Ma. Davis® favorie gafisd horres of ail time, Biy Thwe, won thres [adies Fve-Gaitad
World's Champlons hips.

“Today of course, all the top horses are in the amateur, ladies and juvenile
divizions. Mozt people don't want to spend that kind of money for someone elss
to show. Also, today traimers have to get horses to the ring faster than they shonld
With all the money top horses are commanding, owmers don't want to wait. Back
ithen you let horses mature and develop and didn't push them imto the ring™

In that same comversation she was worried about today’s acceptance of lowr-
backed borses. Im her eves a low-backed horse had no place in our ndustry, espe-
cially in a breeding program.

The World's Championship Horse Show Hall of Fame, the Audrey Guiridge
HAmrard and the Virgmia Sports Hall of Fame are just a few of the ways in which Ms_
Diaviz had been honored for her accomplishments. We as an industry could never do
enpugh to bonor what she did and what she meant to us. Jean Mclean Davis was
cut from a different clath. Her inteprity, bar knowledze, her hands-on approach and
her loyalty were the staples that made her the lady of Oak Hill Farm, a lady who
loved and furthered the development of the American Saddlebred at the highest
level over an extended period of time wnlike aryone we've ever knowm

Nightmare was her first workl's ¢ hamplan dn 1943, That same year, Eanl Toserrode DSk Chief
i the Five-GaNed Worlid's Gramd Champioss Wp far the MeLasn family.
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